Blaney Park Resort Part I:
Birth & Transfiguration
Ted L. Bays

1. Foundations
Blaney Park Resort—originally a logging village named simply Blaney, in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula—got settled and built by homesteaders, by the Ford brothers (no relation to
Henry), by a couple violating scamps, then by a Wisconsin lumber baron named Mueller, but
especially by G. Harold Earle and $143,000 of his excellent (IXL) money.
Blaney Park also rested on the critical foundation of a good road.

What Road?
In 1926 G. Harold Earle wanted to reinvent his dying logging village—Blaney, Michigan—
as a recreation destination for motorists.
In 1925 and 1926 the state and federal governments lent a hand.
In 1926 the main Upper Peninsula highway, US-2, was an evolving road and M-28 mostly
unimproved.
But improvements approached, albeit at Model T speed.
G. Harold Earle had taken over the Wisconsin Land & Lumber Co.—the IXL--(fig. 7, IXL
logo, “IXL Duplex Process”) [Editor’s Note: Figs. 1-6 can be found at end of document]
operations in 1923 upon the death of his father Dr. George Washington Earle. He sent railroad
carloads of pine and cedar logs to the IXL’s mills in Hermansville, Michigan, 97 miles west on
the Soo Line (Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie) Railroad [fig. 8, Bourke and Easton, “The
IXL and the Soo”, The Soo, Vol. 13, No. 4, Oct. 1991, p. 14, log-loading]. He and younger brother
Stewart Earle, sons of IXL owner Dr. George Washington Earle, himself a son-in-law of IXL
founder C.J.L. Meyer, concluded a diverse line of Blaney owners and squatters [fig. 9,
GWE/GHE/Stewart, Jean Worth: “Hermansville: Echoes of a Hardwood Empire,” Michigan
History, Vol. 65 No. 2, March/April 1981, pp. 20-21; The Soo, p. 15, CJLM].

Early Settlers & Transients
The sequence of owners of the Blaney property—Townships 41, 42 & 43 North of
Range 13 West—illustrates a progression common across the U. P.: From a railroad
land grant to homesteading and squatting, thence to business speculation,
especially logging, and partly to state tax delinquency and purchase at auction—a
demise, ironically, that Blaney experienced in its final throes after the Resort
succumbed.
Early settlers in Townships 41, 42, & 43 North/Range 13 West included homesteaders John
Grant and Angus McCauley, the market hunter Gene Ford and his three brothers, and the rascals
Mezick and Moffet.
It was almost a century later [after the landmark national ordinances of 1785
and 1787] that the first white men settled near Blaney. John Grant built a cabin, in
the late 1870s, on a knoll a few miles north of the present Blaney Park boundary.
The first man to settle within the present boundaries was Angus McCauley, a

blacksmith from Bay City, who located in 1894 on the present “La Porte Place,”
west of the Blaney Park Lodge (see map, frontispiece).
Land sale to settlers followed public land survey. The survey of public lands
moved north through Michigan from the baseline near Michigan’s southern
border. By 1846, William Austin Burt and crew were using his solar compass to
dodge the erratic readings inflicted on magnetic
compasses by U.P. iron ore. Territorial (1805)
and then state (1836) Michigan government
eventually carved Schoolcraft County out of
Mackinac County, and Mueller Township out of
the county. (Perry, p. 2)[note: Clay Perry, “The
Story of Blaney Park, Part One,” typescript
revised by G. H. E.]
G. H. Earle transcribed an old timers’ account of
Mezick and Moffet’s last escapade:
. . . Mezick and Moffet worked together
in the killing of 350 illegal deer . . . .
During the period of the trapping
activities of this now famous pair, the Federal
game law, relative to deer hunting, read to the
effect that “you shall not kill a deer in the red
coat, nor a fawn in the spots.” Mezik and Moffet
had violated the law by killing this great
quantity of deer during the summer, when the
coat of the deer is red. (There was no limit set
by law regarding the number of deer killed.)
After skinning out the 350 deer, the hides were
tied up in bundles, and the two trapper started
on the long journey of transporting them across
country . . . . The Federal game warden was
notified of their violation and started out to
arrest Mezick and Moffet. The warden
succeeded . . . . It was necessary to cross
Whitefish Lake [South Manistique Lake] in
order to take the violators to the nearest point
of law, and as all three approached the opposite
shore of the lake, Mesick and Moffet managed
to overcome the warden and “dump” him in the
lake. They then made their escape with the
boat. It is not generally known whether either
Fig. 7 IXL Duplex Process
man was ever apprehended later, or how the
hides were disposed of. [G. H. Earle, Historical
Notes, undtd. typescript, auth. poss., p. 2.]

Fig. 8 Loading logs with a “swing-boom” or “A-frame”
jammer onto IXL flat cars.

Fig. 9 C.J.L. Meyer, Emma Meyer Earle, Dr. George W. Earle,
George Harold Earle, Stewart Edward Earle.

Then came the big guys. Entrepreneurs, men of means, Gilded Age heavy hitters—even
locally, by any name they were often railroaders and industrialists, akin to Carnegie, Morgan,
and Vanderbilt, although not as blue-blooded nor as long in the green. The Duluth, South Shore
& Atlantic Railroad (DSS&A, or familiarly the “Dog Shit & Sour Apples” line, noted for “Damn
Slow Service & Abuse”) reached Seney with a huge land grant, typical for railroads, by 1882. The
U. S. government then granted 1.4 million acres to the Detroit, Mackinac & Marquette Railroad
(for a self-made blue-blood with ample long green, Peter White served the U.P. well). From the
DM&M, Blaney area land went to the McEachern Lumber Co. who sold to Mueller in 1898; to
George Dole—from the State of Michigan via tax delinquency—thence to the White Marble
Land Co. of Manistique (1907); to Francis Palms and Frederick Driggs, investors in the DM&M
(1884-86), thence to the Northwestern Cooperage Co., who also acquired the DM&M holdings in
the area. In 1900 the “Buckeye” (Northwestern Cooperage had Ohio owners; its mill site in
northeastern Gladstone is still known as “The Buckeye.”) also bought Section 16 of T43N R13W—
the future center of the then undreamed-of Resort.
The DM&M sold additional Blaney area land to Northwestern Cooperage, essentially
consolidating ownership for the subsequent land transfer to the William Mueller logging
company in 1902. In 1909, Mueller sold to the Wisconsin Land & Lumber Co., of Hermansville,
Michigan, and Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, setting the stage for the Earle family and Blaney Park
Resort. [long note: The above tracing of land ownership derives piecemeal, almost sentence by
sentence, from several sources, see Sources for short bibliographical essay: Anderson, Harry, and
Judge David C. Vokes, Blaney Park: A Few Background Items and Historical Memorabilia,
undated, probably 1970 attendant on auction and reorganization, auth. poss.; Charles M. Case,
Hermansville From the Beginning, IXL Museum, Hermansville, MI, 1925/1988; Charles M. Case,
“Dr. George W. Earle, Professionalist and Industrialist”, in the IXL Reporter, Hermansville, MI,
October 1923; Edward Dreier, “The Story of Blaney Park,” undated booklet; Clay Perry, “The
Story of Blaney Park, Part One,” undated typescript revised by G. H. Earle, author possession; G.
Harold Earle, typescript, untitled, undated, headed “Ed Dreier—for your information, do not use figures
which are confidential. GHE. “ G. Harold Earle, “Blaney Park Historical Notes, corrected 10/16/41”,
typescript, author possession; G. H. Earle, “Memo regarding history of Blaney” Hermansville, 410-35, typescript, author possession; typescript undated untitled uncredited, IXL Museum.]

2. C. J. L. Meyer, the Earles and the IXL
G. H. Earle and brother Stewart Earle maintained successful businesses, including Blaney
Park Resort, on the foundation laid by their father George Washington Earle and G. W.’s fatherin-law Charles Julius Ludwig Meyer.
C. J. L. “Alphabet” Meyer trained as a cabinet maker in Germany. He emigrated from
Minden, Westphalia, to the United States in 1849. Via Syracuse and Chicago, he arrived in Fond
du Lac, Wisconsin, in 1855, with new skills as a millwright and woodworker.
His sash and trim factory [fig. 10 “Charles J. L. Meyer, Manufacturer and Dealer,” from The
Guide from the Pacific to the Atlantic, Sears & Webster, 1878, p. 181, auth. possession] soon used
up the local Wisconsin timber and his landlooker Joseph Cardiff cruised across the Menominee
River into the pine lands along the Little Cedar River in Menominee County.
C. J. L. Meyer (he insisted people address him with the full array of initials!) then and
there set the foundation for an extraordinary business:
The Wisconsin Land and Lumber Co., Hermansville, Michigan.

[fig. 11, Michele Earle graphite drawing, lumberjack with “big load”, copyright 1982, auth.
possession]

Fig. 10 Charles J. L. Meyer manufacturer and dealer.

Fig. 11 IXL logo w/ Bunyanesque logger and big load of logs

Matchers

A few years after some early softwood products, matched hardwood flooring came out of
Hermansville. The durable maple, beech and yellow birch went into the mill and through 5-ton
contraptions (fig. 12 Hermansville Centennial, 1878-1978, p. 21) and came out as tongue and
grooved short boards ready to assemble, hardly requiring glue, sandpaper or buffing.
Meyer was not the first manufacturer of hardwood flooring in the Midwest.
T. Wilce & Company, an early planing mill firm in Chicago, began specializing in
hardwoods before Meyer and attained the largest volume of hardwood flooring
manufacture in the Midwest, according to Meyer. However, the Wilces did not
contribute as much to technology as Meyer. Meyer designed his own flooringmatching machines and built them in his Fond du Lac machine shop. He had his
Hermansville blacksmith, Martin Anderson, develop tempered machine knives so
they could cut the kiln-dried hardwoods. Meyer also worked out a combination of
air and kiln drying for hardwood lumber. [Jean Worth, “Hermansville: Echoes of a
Hardwood Empire,” Michigan History, Vol. 65, No. 2, March-April 1981, p. 26].
The disposition of those matchers aroused some ire from G. H. Earle’s daughter Anne
Louise Earle Lungerhausen:
[IXL Museum letterhead]
Dr. Val Roy Berryman
Curator of History
Michigan State University Museum
West Circle Drive
East Lansing, MI 4
Dear Dr. Berryman:
Your e-mail letter of April 4, 00, concerning the fate of the Meyer Matcher Machines was forwarded to me
in Hermansville.
Frankly, I was appalled to learn that someone who was in charge of historic preservation would so callously
destroy priceless historic artifacts, apparently without any attempt to contact the original donor.
My first reaction to your letter was one of anger, disappointment and the thought of bringing suit against
the university. I purposely delayed my response to this information until I could try to get a perspective on
the situation and perhaps give a more reasonable reply.
We do have a whole file of correspondence which my father, G. Harold Earle, carried on with people at
Michigan State University concerning the donation of these machines. I am enclosing a copy of his letter,
addressed to Rollin H. Baker, then Director of the Museum, indicating that if the University decided that
they did not want to take the whole exhibit, that the machine and accessory material be returned to the
Wisconsin Land & Lumber Company in Hermansville.
These machines that my great grandfather invented were the very first machines to manufacture hardwood
flooring, precision made with tongue and groove, all pre-finished ready to lay. This flooring was placed in
the Mormon Temple in Salt Lake City, the Lodge at Yellowstone Park and in other important buildings all
over the United States.
One of my aims, in writing this letter, is to request that the other artifacts associated with the Meyer
Matcher Machines, mentioned in my father’s letter, namely, the “pictures, prints, drawings and at least one
piece of the original wood patterns,” be returned to us if they can be found.

Sincerely yours,
Anne Earle Lungerhausen (Mrs. R. T.)
/signature/

IXL hardwood flooring felt the aristocratic tread of the Manhattan upper crust in the Waldorf
Astoria Hotel. The Mormon Tabernacle Choir stood on IXL flooring when they raised their
voices in song. The stability of side-flanges and end tongue-and-grooves put the IXL floors on
the top shelf of under-footing.
But Meyer didn’t savor the fruits of his foundational ingenuity for long. A slip and fall and
a closed head injury eventually knocked Alphabet Meyer out of the IXL loop, and the critical
phase of Blaney Park Resort’s birth began with Meyer’s son-in-law George Washington Earle.

Fig. 12 Meyer matcher

3. R E S C U E
“For me it has not been a flowery path. I have not spent a day, whether at
home or absent, free from care and worry. I have practically exiled myself from all
other life. I know the cost of success, and this is not the first time in my life that I
have paid the price.” [Hermansville Centennial, ed. Jean Worth, IXL Museum 1979,
p. 4]
George Washington Earle, a thrifty and diligent physician from upstate New York, had
worked himself to exhaustion. He took respite in northern Wisconsin in his wife Emma’s father’s
northwoods retreat.
The respite didn’t last long, but it worked.

His [Meyer’s] Michigan corporation, the Wisconsin Land and Lumber Company of
which he was the president and principal owner was located at Hermansville,
Michigan, and to this northern climate he urged the Doctor to come and spend a
vacation till he should feel completely rested. [Charles M. Case, Dr. George W.
Earle, Professionalist and Industrialist, undated, “taken from the IXL Reporter
published in Oct. 1923”, p. 23]
Just three months after Dr. and Emma Earle arrived in Hermansville the clock struck
midnight for C. J. L. Meyer’s empire—at 4 p.m. on Friday the 13th of October, 1889.
. . . little groups of men were gathered in the corners all talking in subdued
tones. Charles J. L. Meyer had made an assignment for the benefit of his creditors. .
. . The day has since been known as Fond du Lac’s Black Friday. [Case, op. cit, p.
33]
Extracting victory from defeat, Dr. Earle salvaged the Hermansville operation from the
Wisconsin collapse and secured the future for the Earles. And he thus laid the foundation for
Blaney Park Resort.

Too Many Mills
Flush with success, Meyer had outstripped his cash flow.
That took some serious stripping.
From a modest sash-and-door factory in Fond du Lac, Meyer had expanded, from Chicago
to the U.P. [fig. 13 maps: Hermansville Track & Structures, The SOO, Vol. 13, No. 4, October 1991,
pp. 32-33]. By the time he had invented and assembled the two 5-ton “matchers” to make
hardwood flooring of unmatched quality, Meyer had developed factories and mills in Fond du
Lac, Chicago and Hermansville. The local newspaper charted Meyer’s course when he died in
1908.
C.J.L. MEYER DEAD; WELL KNOWN CITIZEN
In 1854 he proceeded to Chicago . . . . In the spring of 1855 he became a
resident of Fond du Lac and commenced work at his trade. His beginning was
made in a small way. He filed saws, made sleighs, or executed any job of joinerwork that came into his hands. Business soon began to increase and he was
obliged to employ assistants. In 1859 he began to put in machinery, and in 1861 he
erected the first steam plant, having previously rented power. In 1866 the present
main structure now occupied by the Winnebago Furniture company was built by
Mr. Meyer, and at the same time he constructed another brick building, 180x50,
and two stories in height. In 1887 he put another immense building, 250x48, and
three stories in height. Mr. Meyer began to realize the necessity of cutting his own
lumber, so he erected a sawmill in 1868 at Hermansville, Mich. He increased his
holdings in that place in 1879 . . . . At that time he controlled 50,000 acres of
timberland.
Mr. Meyer established a depot for the sale of his goods in Chicago. He also
erected a branch factory at the North Pier, Chicago. . . . Later Mr. Meyer
established a double store on Wabash Avenue in Chicago for his trade in artistic
wood mantels and trimmings.

Aside from manufacturing, Mr. Meyer was also interested in politics, and in
railroads. He was one of the incorporators of the North Western system . . . . He
was for three years president of that road, and for ten years a director. He served as
mayor of Fond du Lac, also alderman on several different occasions, and once he
was elected delegate at large from Wisconsin to the national Republican
convention held at Philadelphia. [G. H. Earle, “History of Hermansville”, w/ map
and “Soo Liner” photos, Dec. 1, 1965, in IXL Historical Museum Bulletin Apr. 2003]
The matchers invented by Meyer solved the problem of uneven flooring manufacture but
financial difficulties proved an insoluble problem.
All the difficulties of uneven matching were overcome and these machines
produced a flooring whose uniformity of machine work had not been equaled by
any other make. In 1887 the company built a second saw-mill and commenced the
erection of a large maple flooring factory. In 1889 the company became involved in
the failure of C.J.L. at Fond du Lac and Chicago and for two years was in the hands
of an assignee for the benefit of its creditors. But in 1892 a settlement with the
creditors was made and property returned to the Wisconsin Land & Lumber Co. . .
. . In 1896, up to this time the company was operating under the laws of Wisconsin,
but in 1900 the present organization was effected under the laws of Michigan with
a capital stock of $1,000,000 fully paid in. Dr. Geo. W. Earle acquired practically all
the bonds and stock of the Wisconsin Land & Lumber Co. and its progress grew
steadily upward from that point. [www.ixlmuseum.com/town-history, pp. 2-3,
undated].

Fig. 13 Track and Structures, Hermansville, Michigan, September 1919.

MillTown

Dr. Earle brought home the line of ownership that went back to 1898, when the
MacEachern Lumber Company, operating a shaggy sawmill at Blaney, sold their holdings to the
William Mueller Company of Chicago. Mueller, under the aegis of his son Wm. Mueller Jr.,
trimmed waste, expanded production, and established the Blaney & Southern Railroad, with
branches to woods operations.
A saloon—prefiguring the glory days if not the liberality of the Resort—limited its
operation to adult medicinals. “No bottle beer or whiskey was sold except on orders from the
Company doctor, and there had to be a good reason.” (uncredited quote in IXL Museum
typescript, undated, untitled, uncredited, p. 1, auth. poss.)
Other amenities of Mueller’s model mill town included mail, not easily delivered. IXL’s
Leonard Schultz (1913-1987) recalled “Sam Burns drove a truck from Germfask to Blaney for the
mail and supplies. I recall during severe winter snows he came down with a toboggan pulled by a
huge St. Bernard dog.” (Leonard Schultz, “Blaney Notes, Reminiscences as told to wife Rose,
1980”, IXL Museum Newsletter, July 2007, p. 6. Rose Schultz served the Museum and worked as
G. H. Earle’s personal secretary for 20 years. She won the Michigan Historical Society’s Charles
Follo Award in 1995.)
Schultz also remembered a special treat amid the rigors of lumber town life:
Thursday of each week in the summer was ice cream day,
when a 5 gallon tub of it, wrapped in canvas to preserve the ice, was
brought to the pool hall/saloon from Manistique. Kids lined up with
their nickels and the tub was soon empty. When the cones went to 6
cents, my other called a halt. Six cents for an ice cream cone!
Nothing doing. (Schultz, op. cit., p. 4)
Young Leonard Schultz also visited some of the IXL’s camps with his father Carl, superintendent
of the Blaney woods operations.
As young as I was (about 10), the memory of one visit stands
out. We entered the camp at mealtime. The long tables were filled
with hungry men just in from the woods. Not a word was being
spoken. There was just the passing of the food and the eating
thereof. The silence could be cut with a knife. ( Schultz, op. cit., p. 3)
The uncredited IXL Museum typescript cited above also attests to Mueller’s slick
operation:
There was a shingle mill along with a single row of 16 cottages where the
“shingle weavers” lived. Everyone was well fed. It was the first all modern lumber
camp town in the Upper Peninsula. Men from other camps were eager to work at
Blaney. It was named after Mr. Mueller’s Irish sea captain friend who plied the
waters between Chicago and Manistique, and who later ran the woodsworking
operation. [see below]
Mueller’s operation at Blaney thus set the stage for the Earles’ softwood and hardwood
mills and then the final emergence of Blaney Park Resort.

4. G. H. Earle
G. H. Earle had vision, gumption, entrepreneurial skills, depleted timberlands—and
money. His father George Washington Earle had supplied the money by salvaging C. J. L.
Meyer’s bankrupt businesses—especially the Wisconsin Land & Lumber Co.—and making its
primary product, matched hardwood flooring, the gold standard across the United States. Maple
floor boards, precisely grooved and flanged on all four edges, carried the company’s curious and
accurate logo IXL—excel indeed!—to the Waldorf Astoria hotel in New York City and dwellings
a bit less posh across the country.
G. H. Earle knew about road improvements across the Upper Peninsula, especially U.S.-2.
He foresaw the advent of motor tourism. He secured assurances from the state that US-2 would
stay on its course close to Blaney. So he proceeded on several fronts, at considerable cost.

5. Detour: GOOD ROADS
Michigan’s first (1905) state road commissioner, Horatio “Good Roads” Earle (no relation
to the Blaney Park Earles), declared war on “the mighty monarch Mud, who rules the road to the
exclusion of everyone.” (Boucher, Transportation In Michigan History, #4 p. 1) The good road
movement gained traction from pioneering efforts by, of all people, the League of American
Wheelmen, 1883. Bicyclists!
(Chris Byron and Tom Wilson’s Vintage Views Along Scenic M-22 including Sleeping Bear
Dunes provides a well-illustrated summary of the emergence of Michigan auto touring. Vintage
Views Press, 2015; see also Byron and Wilson, Vintage Views Along the West Michigan Pike,
Arbutus Press, 2011. Their first book, Vintage Views of the Mackinac Straits Region, Arbutus
Press, 2007, also provides photos, b&w and vivid ‘50s color, of early roads, vehicles, motels,
diners, scenic sites, and bathing beauties.)
Since 1837, plank roads had covered some of the mud. Horses and wagons didn’t like mud
any more than did the electric-, steam-, and gasoline-powered conveyances of Daimler, Benz,
Olds and Ford. By 1852, “the construction of plank roads had become a mania with the American
people.” (Mason, p. 1, “Plank Roads….” in Transportation in Michigan History.) The plank road
craze had subsided by the late 1800s even though the Detroit, Plymouth and Ann Arbor
Turnpike Co., supported by a state charter, had given Michigan a head start in the phenomenon
with “a timber road made of good, well-hewn timber”. Michigan men bent their backs to road
projects, as required by state law. (Mason, “Transportaton In Michigan History”, #3, p.
2)[Boucher, p.2, King Mud, “Nineteenth Century Michigan law required all male inhabitants over
21 to perform work, or pay for work, on roads in their respective areas.”]
An 1848 Michigan law allowed any company to secure a charter, construct and operate a
road built to state specifications, and charge travelers for usage. Among the 202 charters
granted, only 89 companies actually laid plank and made money. Local and eastern U.S.
investors put in capital: The Ontonagon and Rockland line had $20,000. The cost of plank road
construction ran from one to three thousand dollars per mile. The income paled in comparison:
¾ cents to 2 cents per mile, depending on the number of horses pulling how many wagons.
Erecting toll houses, paying a toll superintendent, and maintaining deteriorating wood roadbeds
took their own toll.
Plank roads were popular, even in rural areas. Not so, “Good Roads” Earle’s improved
thoroughfares, in the next century. Farmers’ horses and livestock shied from noisy gas engines.
But Earle pressed on, regardless: He conducted a statewide campaign to amend the Michigan

constitution to allow the state to pay “reward” money to counties and townships who improved
their roads. Legislation creating the State Highway Department also provided state aid for local
road building.
Road improvements, especially to US-2, allowed G. H. Earle to re-tune Blaney into a
destination resort. The process moved slowly but with increasing momentum in the 19-teens and
–twenties.

Trunklines & Taxes
State legislation aided improvements to Michigan roads. The State Trunkline Act of 1913
offered state financing—double the previous “reward” rate— to local governments for a 3,000
mile system. In 1919 the state reversed the cash flow: local townships and counties would pay the
state to continue and control road construction. In 1915 more laws increased the counties’ share
of road building costs, while also taxing vehicles by weight and giving half those revenues back
to the counties. This obviously enhanced the influence of local men of means, like the Earles,
who influenced the state to keep US-2 close to, but not pell-mell through, Blaney.
Then the major advantage that Blaney Park had was that it was situated at
the junction of the two main highways [US-2 and M-77], which, it seemed to us,
were so naturally and logically situated as to be practically permanent. Had it not
been for these two highways and the reasonable assurance that we were given by
the State Highway Department from time to time as our development work
progressed over a period of years, we certainly would never have made the
extensive development that we have. Not only once but several times when we had
the specific question up with the Highway Department as to whether there might
be any reason which we ourselves could not foresee, for relocation of US-2 through
Blaney Park, and we were always assured that there was no likelihood of anything
of that sort occurring. One occasion that we recall taking the subject up
specifically with the State Highway Department was when the construction of a
branch State Highway to Port Inland was first being considered. [G. H. Earle,
untitled undated ca. 1935 typescript, p. 4]
G. H. Earle then, with careful attention to geographical detail, reasoned the cause for
keeping US-2 put.
Everything that has been done in the past eight years [1927-35] in
connection with Blaney Park and Simmons Woods, has been done with the idea
and understanding that US-2 between Gould City and the junction with M-77 at
Blaney, would be permanent and also, that there would be no reason for or
likelihood of any public highway being built through any portion of the Simmons
Woods tract. This was no mere assumption on our part but a firm belief based
upon a very careful and thorough study . . . and the assurances of the best
authorities.
And so on, for six meticulously argued paragraphs. [G. H. Earle, op. cit., p. 5]

12, 48, 2
The southern, and current, route for US-2 straightened the former circuitous route of M12 east. As M-12, it ran from Blaney due east through Engadine, Gilchrist, Garnet, Rexton and

Caffey, where it split into M-12 to the south and M-48 to the north. The northern road ran
through Trout Lake and Rudyard to rejoin 12 near Pickford, thence north to the Soo. M-12
dipped south from Caffey Corner to the lakeshore briefly at Brevort, thence back inland easterly
through Moran, then south to St. Ignace and north to join 48 and on to the Soo. [fig. 14: 1919
map—State of Michigan Upper Peninsula, as the trunk line system looked July 1, 1919, State
Highway Department, Frank Rogers, Commissioner;
img.lib.msu.edu/exhibits/map/MIRoadMaps/1919_up.jpg.]

Fig. 14 State of Michigan Upper Peninsula’s Trunk Line System looked July 1, 1919.

Note the short spans of gravel (blue), at that time the first stage of improvement.
Schultz’s memory corroborates other descriptions of US-2 in the late 19-teens: “Highway
US2 to St. Ignace had not yet been extended and traffic went through Blaney, Germfask and
Newberry to the Soo and St. Ignace.” (Schultz, op. cit, p. 4)
The national road system gained federal support from 1916 and 1917 Congressional acts
that matched state expenditures. Michigan amended its 1908 Constitution to qualify. Snow
removal began in 1918, part of gearing up for war, but none in the U.P. Three years later that
service came to mining and other industrial U.P. regions. A gas tax act in 1925 placed road
building cost onto the road users—drivers.
Then in 1926, the State Highway Department took over the entire cost of constructing
and maintaining the trunkline highways. Michigan route M-12 became the national highway US2 and the Earles could reasonably anticipate a clear shot from the U.P.’s borders to their new
resort at Blaney.
With all this re-routing afoot, small wonder the Earles had feared—and lobbied against—
similar shifting of M-12/US-2 toward the lakeshore and away from Blaney.
The major improvement, water-bound macadam, seems more prevalent, probably the
successor to gravel. Most prevalent—unimproved roadway. It is a wonder that macadam,
especially water-bound, flourished at all. Manual laborers broke rock into small pieces that were

then “bound” by a dust and water slurry. Also note the few short spans of cement concrete, in
the industrial conurbations of L’Anse, Baraga and especially Calumet.
The 1919 map shows the piecemeal improvements and the Escanaba Daily Press reported
them:
The following data showing the condition of upper peninsula roads is issued
by the Michigan state highway department:
M-12 Sault Ste. Marie—St. Ignace—Gould City, gravel, construction in
progress. (EDP, 5 July 1924, p. 3)
Bids were received Tuesday for the laying of concrete from Menominee
north, 3 ½ miles on 41, and the completion of these two jobs will narrow down the
gap of macadam between Escanaba and Menominee. (EDP, 19 Feb. 1931, p. 12)
All possible preliminary work on US-2, between Gladstone and Manistique
is being done now, so as to be in readiness in the event grading and paving
projects are authorized under the $3,300,000,000 public works bill, now being
considered by congress. (EDP, 28 May 1933, p. 5)
Four years later segments of US-2 still lacked pavement.
When on a visit to Escanaba recently, Murray D. Van Wagoner, state
highway commissioner, predicted that highway US-2 would be completely paved
between Manistique and St. Ignace by the end of this year, providing the WPA
carried out its part in the clearing, grading and doing other work on the right-ofway. When US-2 is completely paved this section of the Upper Peninsula will really
come into its own as a vacationland. So many Michigan tourists spend their time
in the northern Lower Peninsula and have shied clear of the Upper Peninsula
because of its poor roads. Highway US-2, particularly, has been bitterly
condemned and avoided by many tourists . . . . (EDP, 5 Mar. 1937, p. 5)
Earlier, the Escanaba newspaper had charted U.P. road building, and pressed for more, in
pamphleteering prose. In 1911 the Iron County board of supervisors proposed a “MONSTER
BOND ISSUE” to its voters, reflecting “the enterprise and progressive spirit of the upper
peninsula of Michigan.” (Escanaba Morning Press, 12 Apr. 1911, p. 7) Crushed rock mixed with
asphalt (a primitive tar and chips) drew praise as “far more economical than to spend money
year after year in keeping up dirt roads. (EMP, 3 Nov. 1912, p. 1, emphasis added) A citizens
committee in Chippewa County met with the county board to “obtain some action through the
state legislature . . . with respect to the opening of a state trunk line highway through Chippewa
County and other eastern counties . . . .” (EMP, 10 Jan. 1915, p. 4) The Delta County Board
solicited sealed bids for concrete culverts on the Manistique trunk road. (EMP, 26 May 1915, p. 2)
The U.P.’s “progressive spirit” presaged success for the Earles’ enterprise a decade later.

6. TRANSFORMER: G. H. Earle
In 1915 our company had finished the logging of the Simmons Woods tract .
. . . In 1926 our company had finished the logging of the Blaney Township
comprising 22,000 acres . . . .

In 1926 we were confronted with the problem of [1.] salvaging what very
small portion of the Blaney tract . . . , [2.] letting it go tax delinquent, or [3.] trying
to work out some plan for rehabilitation and eventual utilization of the entire
township. To that [3.] end we decided upon having a fairly complete survey made,
which might be called a sort of economic survey. We had experienced foresters go
over the property, prepare a map of it, and determine the possibilities of reforestation. We had biologists make a thorough survey of the lakes and streams, as
well as the land, to determine the possibilities of the development and
maintenance of wild life of all kinds, including fur bearing animals and game of all
kinds, water fowl, and fish. Along with this, studies were made of the
recreational and resort possibilities . . . . [emphasis added]. (G. H. Earle,
typescript, untitled, undated (ca. 1935), author possession, p 1.)
Two years and $141,000 later, Blaney Park Resort—“22,000 Acres of Something
Different”—opened. It stayed open for 40 years and pioneered residential tourism in the upper
Midwest.
Brothers G. H. and Stewart Earle owned the IXL and the Resort until 1943, when Stewart
took over Blaney Park. G. Harold Earle took over the Hermansville operation. Several short
typescripts by G. H. Earle, dated 1935, 1941, and 1944, suggest his lead role in developing and
managing the emergence and success of the Resort. His succinct recitation of facts, especially
monetary, also reveals a sharp business mind.
Since Blaney Park was started as a project, our actual cash operating losses .
. . have been over $141,000 and this does not include a charge for depreciation
amounting to a little over $97,000, which, if included, would show actual loss as
per our books of nearly $272,000, when taxes of approximately $33,500 are added. .
. . Our advertising costs for 1927 to 1934 inclusive, including deferred charges still
carried on the books, amount to a total of nearly $58,000.00. (G. H. Earle, op. cit.,
p. 2, author possession,)
Most of the cash expenditures, according to G. H., went to labor, most of that during the
Depression years—a boon to the U.P. working man.
Advertising continued, primarily in colorful brochures and newspaper coverage. [figs. 15,
16 : American Resorts, Vol. 3, No. 12, December 1929, pp. 10-13, cottages, floor plans; AAA color
foldout—plane, knotty pine dining room; tri-fold color brochure, undtd.]
In addition to micro-managing, G. H. Earle had macro-vision of the big picture.
In 1930 Earle spent a few hundred dollars to secure thousands in publicity: He hosted the
Michigan Press Association. And he showed Michigan newsmen a real good time. For three days
the Newberry Lions Club and Blaney Park Resort escorted the newsmen from all over Michigan
to sites all over the eastern U.P.: From the Tahquamenon Falls-Toonerville Trolley excursion—
hosted by Capt. Joe Beach—to the Newberry State Hospital—with an address by superintendent
Dr. Earl Campbell—to photo outings with glimpses of deer, beaver, muskrats and a silver fox
farm.
In two long columns of prose breathlessly empurpled, one correspondent concluded:
“Blaney Park is unexcelled for the natural beauty of its scenery, and here one may
enjoy the pleasure of ‘Life in the Woods’ without any of the unpleasant and
annoying features that usually accompany it. The elevation on which Blaney itself

is situated, and the constant breezes, would assure freedom from flies and
mosquitoes even if every door and window were not screened.” [Van Buren County
Courier-Northerner, July 18, 1930, p. 12]

Fig. 15 Celibeth Tavern and Cottages at Blaney Park brochure map

Attractions abounded (the bugs notwithstanding), and so did modern conveniences. Earle
established fire prevention and game protection, including 63 miles of boundary fence and nine
ranger and warden stations to thwart the likes of Mezik and Moffet. He connected various posts
and outposts with fifteen miles of telephone line and 45 miles of private roads.
Every ranger station is equipped with hand fire fighting equipment for two
or three men and at Blaney we maintain in a heated garage, a combination of
chemical fire truck and forestry equipment including Evinrude pump, hose, and
complete assortment of tools, etc., capable of equipping at least 35 men in forest
fire fighting work. We also have a large water tank . . . . (G.H. Earle, op. cit., p. 1,
author poss.)

Fig. 16 View of Dining Room

Picnics & Parades
By late summer of 1927, the parade to Blaney Park was on, accompanied by the IXL band.

BIG TIME AT BLANEY TODAY
Led by the IXL band, a caravan of some 40 cars is espected to pass through
Manistique today on their way from Hermansville to Blaney for the dedication of
Blaney Park, Celibeth tavern and Lake Ann Louise . . . . (EDP, 13 Aug. 1927, p. 8)
Heralded by the tooting of auto horns and the IXL band, 20 carloads of
Hermansville folks passed through Manistique shortly before noon Saturday on
their way to Blaney, where they took part in the dedication of Celibeth tavern,
Lake Ann Louise, Blaney park and golf course, and other new improvements
recently completed by the Wisconsin Land & Lumber company interests. (EDP, 28
Aug. 1927, p. 4).
The major movers in the Blaney enterprise received local notice:
Carl Schultz, superintendent of operations at Blaney Park Resort, spent
Wednesday at the annual picnic Barbecue at Curtis. . . .
Mamill’s orchestra will play at the dance to be given at the Blaney Park
Town Hall . . . . a large crowd is expected to take advantage of our famous lakeside
[Lake Ann Louise] breezes. Luncheon will be served to the dancers at the Celibeth
Tavern. (op. cit., p. 13)

The parades continued through the fall, with Gov. Osborn and other luminaries leading
the charge.
BLANEY MEET SEPTEMBER 19
Osborn and “Brownie” to Address Supervisors and Bureau Men
Hon. Chase S. Osborn and W. W. Rowland, the famous “Brownie” of the
Milwaukee Journal Tour Club will be among the principal speakers . . . at the
Celibeth Tavern . . . Association and Bureau members who have not visited Blaney
since the close of lumbering operations there will be amazed a the town’s
transformation . . . . (EDP, 13 Sept. 1927)
“Blaney Park News” became a column in the Escanaba newspaper:
Blaney Park News
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Sayles and Mr. and Mrs. C. D. Zagelmeier of Newberry
visited in Blaney Sunday. (EDP, 7 Sept. 1927, p. 6)
And Blaney Park affected US-2 traffic, according to Schoolcraft County Highway Engineer J. E.
McCarthy:
Of special interest in the traffic data was the big increase noted in the
number of cars traveling east of Manistique, as compared with last year. Counts
taken at Blaney showed an average of 501 cars a day as against about 400 for last
season, while on US-2 west of Manistique the daily average was 532, a decrease
over 1926. (EDP, 13 Oct. 1927, p. 9)
Much of the early traffic originated in Hermansville, with G.H. Earle pulling the strings
and the IXL band tooting the horns:
HERMANSVILLE PLANS OUTING
Community Picnic at Blaney
At 6 o’clock sharp Saturday morning July 16th about forty cars will leave the
village of Hermansville enroute to Blaney Park. . . . The auto caravan will be
headed by the IXL band and will parade through the principal streets of Escanaba,
Gladstone and Manistique. President Earle of the Wisconsin Land & Lumber
Company has made arrangements to take care of the Hermansville crowd while at
Blaney. Ball games, sports for young and old, will be on the program for the day.
This will be a grand time for all the people of Hermansville including the children
as no effort will be spared to make it enjoyable for them. (EDP, 9 Oct. 1927, p. 36)
The public relations push continued through the color tour season of 1927. The U.P.
Development Bureau News commented favorably: “Under the leadership of G. Harold Earle,
president of the Wisconsin Land & Lumber Co., the little old town of Blaney . . . is being
transformed into what bids fair to be one of the popular tourist objectives of the upper peninsula
of Michigan. Commodious fireplaces in cottages, and in the hotel, electric lights, hot and cold
water, great lobby, and comfortable beds are more items in the transformation that will appeal
to the higher type of tourists who are looking for the comforts of home.” (EDP, 1 Oct. 1927, p. 10)
What, one wonders, characterizes a “higher type of tourist.” Money, probably, and yet the
new resort found a steady flow of average citizens. Not every guest arrived in their own plane.

Deer & Bear, by Land & Air & Bow & Gun
Blaney’s (G.H. Earle’s) conservation included practices normal in those days, practices
distasteful, even abhorrent, to modern sensibilities.
We have practically relieved the State of expense of forest fire protection
and game protection on this acreage. Our own trappers, during the year 1934,
trapped and destroyed 29 coyotes, 3 bobcats and 1 red fox. (G. H. Earle, op. cit. p.
3)
Certainly this has an offensive taste. But compare the take from the entire State in one mid-1920s
year:
THE SCORE
State Warden hunters in the last two months turned into the
Department of Conservation: 38 Timber Wolves, 179 Coyotes, 15
Bobcats, 210 Foxes, 582 Porcupines, 30Woodchucks, 581 Crows, 273
Hawks, 84 Owls. These were trapped. Poisoning operations begin
this month, which accounts for the larger kill during the winter.—
[Marquette Daily Mining Journal]
Last spring our wardens discovered only in a portion of the area, 40
carcasses of deer which were destroyed chiefly by coyotes during the later winter
and early spring. It is estimated that 40 to 50 deer have been killed illegally
annually on US-2 and M-77 within the limits of Blaney Park alone. During the
years 1930 to 1933 inclusive, during a 90-day period from October 1st to December
31st, we have expended an average of $1500.00 per season for patrol to prevent
trespass and game law violation . . . . (G. H. Earle, op. cit., p. 2)
Earle countered the trappers’ “harvest” with a silver fox venture, a branch of the Delta fox
farm, and professional supervision:
Arthur Anderson, William Laitenen and Silvio Poseto are at present doing
some work on the new Silver Fox ranch at Blaney Park. (EDP, 27 Oct. 1927, p. 7)
Paul Knuth of Manistique, former deputy conservation officer, has accepted
a position with the Wisconsin Land and Lumber company, and will supervise the
layout out of a large game refuge on their property at Blaney Park. Petitions asking
Mr. Knuth’s re-instatement with the state conservation department have been in
circulation at Manistique for the past two weeks. (EDP, 23 July 1927)
Thus G. H Earle’s personal outdoor ethic and sportsmanship stood in league with professional
conservationists. His commitment included aerial scrutiny and enforcement.
WILSON GUARDS DEER RESERVE WITH AIRPLANE
To Sig Wilson, member of the Marquette Airport Association, has been delegated
the task of carrying on the work of the aerial deer patrol during the hunting season
at Blaney Park . . . where conservation is a by-word and where reforestation and
wild life propagation is carried on in a scientific manner. . . . A ground patrol
augments the work of the flyers, by driving out the violators. . . . Another duty of

the Marquette flyer is to sight paces habituated by deer for the benefit of archers,
the only nimrods permitted on the territory.
. . . A ground patrol augments the work of the flyers, by driving out the
violators.
. . . An interesting account of the operations of the deer patrol last season,
written by Talbert Abrams, appears in the November issue of the Northern
Sportsmen:
Although much publicity was given to the novelty of the aerial deer
patrol, there were still some hunters who believed they could break through
the lines and escape detection. However we soon changed their minds . . .
begin summarily asked to leave the reserve by ground patrolmen who had
been advised of their presence through notes dropped from the plane. . . .
We also patrolled another 10,000 acre tract . . . . the first day we discovered several
hunters beating the ground patrol by going nine miles down the beach in their
cars and then entering the property from the Lake Michigan side. We picked out a
beautiful level strip of sandy beach, land the plane and very courteously requested
them to shift their activities elsewhere, explaining that the plan of G. Harold Earle
was to protect a refuge where deer would propagate rapidly, thereby restocking the
entire countryside. They immediately visualized the sportsmanship of the plan and
left, asking us to congratulate Mr. Earle on his foresight and interest in
conservation. (Marquette Mining Journal, Nov. 1932)
Eventually, Blaney Park adopted the legal firearm deer season.
. . . During the deer hunting season, 6000 acres are set aside as a private hunting
area for guests who use rifles; 5000 acres for those who hunt with bow and arrow.
The balance of the park is a refuge area. (“Blaney Park, One of the Outstanding
Resorts of the Midwest”, reprint of a Sept. 1946 article in Hotel Monthly,
distributed by the American Automobile Association, auth. poss.)
Nonetheless, Earle’s best intentions and good policy did not always rule.
The famous bow-hunter Fred Bear bagged his first buck with bow and arrow at Blaney in
1935 as a guest of the Blaney Rod & Gun Club, a private sportsman’s retreat that preceded the
Resort. Years later, Bear wagered a fellow hunter that he, Bear, would harvest the first buck on
opening day with bow and arrow, beating his buddy, armed with a rifle.
At the start of the hunt the following morning, Fred Bear immediately set
out to follow a blood trail. Munger [the rifle hunter] sensed he had been suckered,
for it looked as though Fred Bear had shot a deer just before dark the night before,
and if he tracked it, he was cinch to win the bet. They trailed the wounded animal
some 200 yards before discovering that another party had dressed out the deer—
they never learned who. (Betty Soders, “Blaney Rod & Gun Club’s Historic Past,”
Whitetails Unlimited Magazine, Spring/Summer 1999, p. 45.)
This tale, if true, exhibits a contemptible disregard for hunting ethics. True outdoorsmen
do not wound an animal and leave it to die a long slow death. One wonders if the ghost of G. H.
Earle got wind of this disgusting incident.

A more amusing although frightening plane-rifle incident comes from the late Mary
Margaret Earle, granddaughter of G. H. Earle’s brother Stewart, who owned the Resort after 1943.
A famous skeet shooter named Chet Crites flew in to hunt at Blaney, socialized with Bill
Earle and fellow hunters at the Lodge Bar, and prepared to fly out. But when he returned to the
bar to get his rifle, a Blaney handyman untethered the plane, thinking Crites was in the cockpit.
As he walked out of the lodge, Crites couldn’t believe his eyes. The plane
was taxiing up the runway, tearing up grass as it ground-looped. . . . Mary Earle
said her father ran out to the air strip and found Crites shooting his rifle at his own
plane. A champion shooter, he was attempting to cripple the aircraft by hitting its
magneto. . . . the small plane exploded when one of the bullets struck the gas tank.
. . . Afterwards the group had a good laugh and went so far as to tell a reporter
from the Manistique Tribune that the plane had taken to the air and Crites had
shot it in flight. (Soders, op. cit., p. 45.)
Earlier, the Resort limited deer hunting to archers:
ARCHERS FAIL AT BLANEY IN HUNT FOR DEER
The only way to hunt deer is with bow and arrow, whether you make the kill or not, say
four archers who hunted at the Blaney archery preserve. . . . None of the four archers
succeeded in making a kill with bow and arrow, but all declare the hunt one of the most
enjoyable they have ever taken part in. They saw between 50 and 80 deer apiece
[emphasis added] during the five days . . . . (Mining Journal, Marquette, MI, Dec. 7, 1932,
p. 10)
Dr. Karl Kristofferson, a retired dentist from the Soo, an accomplished amateur
ornithologist and all-around nature-lover, became a popular fixture at Blaney. (fig. 17: Dr.
Kristofferson with bear, auth. poss.) He teamed with Blaney wardens and regional experts to
preserve and experiment.
For several years we have had in our organization, Dr. Christofferson, who
has spent most of his time in connection with wild life activities, particularly the
banding of birds and ducks for the U. S. Biological Survey. Our wardens have
tended a couple of deer traps and tagged deer caught, for the Department of
Conservation. We have cooperated with the University of Michigan in connection
with small forestry experiments, in connection with which we have paid all the
expenses, including traveling expense of members of the University staff, the
thinning out of second growth, etc. Our men have cooperated with Dr. Green of
the University of Minnesota in the study certain game animal diseases.
(G.H. Earle, op. cit. p. 3).
Conservation extended to trout in 1938:

New Projects Started At Blaney Park Resort
Private conservation projects,, which promise to be of great interest to hunters and
fishermen, have been launched under the new development program under way at
Blaney Park . . . . Two trout rearing ponds have been constructed for the rearing of
the fish to fingerling and legal sizes before planting in the celebrated Crow river in

Simmons woods. . . . The rearing ponds are supplied with a continuous flow of
fresh water from a flowing well. A caretaker’s lodge is situated near the ponds . . . .
(EDP, 30 Sept. 1938, p. 27)
And suffer the little birds to come unto the grain:
More than 50 acres of food patches in the Seney marsh area were sowed to
buckwheat, rye, barley, oats, field peas and reed-canary grass before July 1. If the
weather is favorable and the grain matures, it should furnish feed for prairie
chickens during the fall and winter. The grain will be cut and stacked on racks in
order to make it available after the heavy snows come. (EDP, 30 Sept. 1938, p. 27)
That issue of the Escanaba newspaper also tallied the expanded accommodations at Blaney Park:
Blaney Park has accommodations now for about two hundred and thirty-five
persons, with the Camp Nine development, Bear Creek Lodge, Celibeth Tavern and
the cottages on the hill, the older but remodeled cottages at the Junction, Teel
Lake, Lake Anne Louise, and Ford Lake. . . . Another change is the moving of the
Paul Bunyan Camp from its former location three miles from Blaney to the shores
of Lake Anne Louise. A logging camp replica, 76 by 26, will be erected at the Lake.
(EDP, 30 Sept. 1938, p. 27)

Fig. 17 Dr. Kristofferson with bear.

The original manager of the Blaney transformation, A. G. Amos, eventually gave way to
Raymond F. Stevens, a resort manager of considerable experience:

Lake Placid Man Is Named Manager of Blaney Resort
Raymond F. Stevens, whose father was one of the pioneers to the Lake Placid, N.
Y. tourist industry, and who also has years of experience in summer and winter
resort businesses to his own credit, has been appointed manager of the Blaney
Park resort. . . . The new Blaney Park manager has been long active in winter
sports. He served on many committees for the promotion of skating and other
sports meets at Lake Placid. He was a member of the U. S. bobsled team which

competed in the Olympics in 1932, and his brother, J. Hubert Stevens, was captain
of the American team that went to Germany in 1936. (EDP, 30 Sept. 1938, p. 27)
The centerpiece of all this was the central hamlet on a hill in Sec. 16 of T43N R13W, the
geographical center of the township. (fig. 19, b&w map, AAA foldout, Blaney Park Resort from
the Air).
G.H. Earle re-purposed the original structures built by Mueller, and in 1923 added a large
Inn.

Fig. 18 Celibeth, the big house on the hill.

7. The Big House, the Lodge, the Inn & More
The IXL upgraded an already substantial village. They had an impressive start with the
beautiful residence of Wm. Mueller Jr., the big house on the hill. (Fig. 18, slipcase B&W #33-13).
It was named Celibeth for G. H.’s and Stewart’s daughters Celia and Elizabeth (although
Stewart’s younger daughter Anne Louise got an entire lake named for her alone).
G. H. Earle outlined the original construction.
The buildings being constructed in this year [1902] were to be used by the
Wm Mueller Company in their logging operations. The first buildings to be
erected were the boarding house (now cottage H), the Lodge (the large boarding
house), building Q, and cottage R, and the Store (the store was known as building
L.) [fig. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, map of bldgs., Bachunas foldout].

The building of the town of Blaney continued into 1903, at which time, most
of the buildings were erected that comprised the town. . . . The office, now known
as Cottage K, was also built in 1903. . . . The Schoolhouse, was known as building
W and is now Paul Bunyan’s Playhouse—also built in 1903.
A ten room hospital was built just north of Cottage B, and twenty-five years
later moved to its present site at the present service station [on US-2, with New
Camp 9]. Dr. Charles Leighton, and later on Dr. Cameron, occupied the farm
house. This building stood next to the hospital . . . .
Additional buildings were constructed in 1904. The first of these was
Celibeth which was used by Wm. Mueller Jr. as his home.
The Town Hall, which is now part of the Inn, was also built in this year.
The Carpenter Shop, the Blaney & Southern Depot, the Firehall, the old
Flour & Feed Shed, and other minor buildings were also constructed in 1904. [G. H.
Earle, typescript, Blaney Park Historical Notes “corrected 10/16/41”.]
The big house that the IXL renamed Celibeth had housed the original saloon in a
windowed front room. Aware of woodsworkers’ reputation for hard work and hard play, Mueller
wanted close scrutiny of alcohol service. (fig. 26, b&w photo of small saloon,
genealogytrails.com)
The mechanicals impressed an Esky reporter:
. . . In the rear of the basement are the furnace room with an automatic coal
stoker, a fuel room, laundry, and ample shower bath and toilet facilities. In the
forepart of the basement is a room in which is stored most of the winter sports
equipment such as toboggans, snowshoes, and skis. . . . At the present time
electricity for lighting purposes is furnished by three Kohler automatic lighting
units, one Delco generator, a ten horse power Diesel engine is available, and a
Fordson tractor can be harnessed in case of an emergency. Direct currant will,
however, be obtained on the first of next month from the Cliffs Power and Light
company which is running a line from Au Train to the Inland Lime and Stone
company project at Seul Choix. Blaney Park is situated between these two points
and can take advantage of this power. Telephone poles and transformer are already
in place. (EDP, 15 June 1930, p. 16)

Fig. 19 Blaney Park Resort from the air.
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Fig. 26 Cocktail Lounge, a small saloon in Blaney Park.

As part of the Resort’s appeal to family campers and guests, Earle and team
complemented the airfield and golf course with kid-friendly options:

In the rear of the tavern is the children’s playground where little tots may
spend many delightful hours riding merry-go-rounds, whirligigs, slides, and other
outdoor apparatus. Two Shetland ponies are also available for the children to ride.
(op. cit., p. 16)
One notable staff member added color to the team:
William H. Haley, the negro horse trainer from Keokuk, Iowa, keeps the
animals in tip-top shape. Mar. Haley, a former jockey who has ridden horses on all
of the principal tracks of the country, has had more than 35 years experience with
equines.
“Without blowin’ or braggin’,” quotes Mr. Haley, “I ‘spects I’m the most
well-known colawed man in the country.”
“Bill,” as he is familiarly known around the park, has a private room in the
barn adjoining the stables, refusing to stay anywhere else. (op. cit., p. 16)
G. H. Earle applied an impressive memory to his mini-history of the logging village. In his Notes
he included the names of the buildings’ original occupants—and their lumber company roles.
Among the more memorable—the Manistique character John I. Bellaire, “the storekeeper, one of
whose favorite expressions was ‘rippety-toot.’ ” Also Gene Ford, the expert marksman who
settled near Ford Lake with his brothers and cruised timber for the Mueller company. A July 31,
1939 typescript further lists the names of 68 employees and their pay rates by day and month,
and the Room and Food deductions from their wages: $.35 per night for their room, $.75 per day
for their food.
The categories of jobs included
Bell Hops @ $2.26 per day,
Dining Room @ $1.76-3.60 per day,
Beverages @ $3.76 per day,
Clerks @ $2.25-3.76 per day,
Caretakers @ $3.33 (Arthur Anderson at Camp 9) - $1.16 per day (John Putsy, a.k.a. Beaver
Bill, see fig. 15),
General (in charge: John Cameron and Carl Schultz, @ $5 and $5.83 per day),
Golf Course @ $3.60 per day,
Housekeeping @ $1.75-3.76 per day,
Swimming Pool @ $2.26 per day,
Kitchen @ $2.26-4.10 per day,
Maintenance @ $3.15-4.50 per day,
Game and Forest @ $1.67 per day—for the venerable Karl Christofferson—to $2.25 per
day,
Store @ $3.15-4.17 per day,
Truck Driver @ $3.15 per day,
Office @ $3.53-5.00 per day,
Grounds @$3.15-3.60 per day,
General Labor @ $3.15 per day,

General Carpenters @ $3.80-8.55 (!)(Art Bolm) (emphasis added) per day. [G. H. Earle,
Historical Notes, p. 4; Blaney Story Complete as Revised and other data, 6/19/44, typescript, auth.
poss.; Record of Employees, 7/31/39, typescript, auth. poss.]
Among familiar Schoolcraft County names: Roland Hoholik, Bell Hop; Verna Brawley,
Dining room; Hannah Drefs, Kitchen (salad); Wm. Cook Sr. and Jr., General Labor; Walter
Duquette, General Carpenter; Wilfred Johnson, General Carpenter; and several Camerons,
Jehles, Tervos, and of course more Johnsons. A similar list from the mid-1950s includes Mike
Ennis, Fran Bernier, and Mary Modders.
Somehow, with all this overhead, G. H. offered the motoring residential tourist
reasonable rates: [fig. 27-28: Blaney Park Rates for 1934, 2 pp., auth. poss.; Blaney Park, Michigan,
Season 1941, in toto, auth. poss.; fig. 29: Blaney Park, Michigan season 1941, auth. poss.]
The Inn, on the east side of M-77 in the central village (Sec. 16, T43N R13W), retained the
small sunroom bar from the original saloon. [fig. 30: bar with Bill Earle serving Stumpknockers,
slipcase photo]
As much as any publicity, the physical presence of a “filling station” at the corner of US-2
and M-77 called attention to the Resort.
The IXL filling station is located at the junction of 77 and U. S. 2 and is ideal
in every respect. Rest rooms with running water, sanitary lunch room with the best
of oil and gas, and a keeper with a deep understanding of the items of equipment
that guarantee a real service from this station. (EDP, 1 Oct. 1927, p. 10)

Fig. 27 Blaney Park rates for 1934 interior.

Fig. 28 Blaney Park Rates for 1934 front and back cover.

Fig. 29 Blaney Park, Michigan season 1941.

Fig. 30 Bill Earle serving Stumpknockers at bar.

8. SIMMONS WOOD: Beauty-rest Beachfront

Sixteen miles south of Blaney, Simmons Wood added its 11,000 acres to “something
completely different.” (fig. 31, 32: map, color brochure “Simmons Woods, undtd., auth. poss.)
From 1902 to 1907, the Simmons Beautyrest mattress company logged that area for
hardwood, used in its bed factory. Compared to the Mueller Co.’s tidy mill town at Blaney, “. . .
Simmons was, by contrast, the usual temporary sawmill shack town.” On the shore of Duel Lake,
south of the Soo Line railroad, the Simmons company “built a dry kiln, a planing mill, barns,
store, boarding house, office houses for employees, and constructed a railroad northward to
connect with the Soo Line.” That small railroad line, the Simmons and Northern, connected to
the big carrier at Bovee, near Gould City. [Perry, op. cit, p. 14; Simmons Wood Historical Notes,
Revision of Dec. 1, 1941, uncredited although handwritten notations on the “Foreword” suggest G.
H. Earle; The Town of Simmons, undated and uncredited typescript, auth. poss.]
Newton Brothers Fish Company had earlier sponsored isolated settlement along Lake
Michigan’s northern shore, buying small parcels from the federal government to establish
fishermen who fished summers and wintered on Mackinac Island. Such a little settlement at
Scott’s Point became the first village in Simmons Wood. Four native families had earlier arrived
to trap and hunt, living at Fox Point and taking furs from the Batty Doe Lake area. A series of
minor wood cutting ventures culminated in the Simmons operation. The Earle Lumber
Company purchased the Simmons holdings on Feb. 20, 1907. That temporary holding action led
to the Nov. 30, 1908 transfer of ownership to the Wisconsin Land & Lumber Company.
Logging continued, 1907-15. The IXL shipped the logs to Hermansville for sawing. Fires
destroyed most of the abandoned village but the Lake Michigan shore, of course, endured.
Blaney Park guests and staff motored south for picnics by the water. Later, the Simmons Woods
beach complemented the Calspar Quarry as a swimming/picnic/party site for Blaney guests and
employees. (fig. 33, 34, picnickers by lakeshore beach, b&w photos, auth. poss.)[Mary Margaret
Earle, A Succinct Overview . . . , 2010, author poss.; Surrell, J., “Blaney Park,” MS, Central U. P.
Archives, NMU.]

9. Blaney & Southern RR
Logging railroads, often narrow-gauge, snaked all across the U. P. They complemented
and eventually replaced river drives and horse-drawn sleds on ice roads to get logs from the
woods to sawmills. The Mueller company had logging camps in 16 locations near Blaney and
built at least one significant railroad spur to help haul logs to the main carrier, the Minneapolis,
St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie (the Soo Line), which in turn connected with the Chicago and North
Western Railway (the Northwestern) at Hermansville and with the Duluth, South Shore &
Atlantic (the South Shore) line at Trout Lake.
The IXL made use of the Mueller spur, called the Blaney & Southern Railroad,
incorporated in 1902. And after the IXL bought all of the Mueller company’s assets in 1909, G. H.
Earle fashioned a curious addition to the line’s rolling stock:
I had been my family’s chauffeur during summer vacations from 1907 with a
model “F” Buick, a high school graduation present to me that year. I was still in
college in 1910 when the family acquired a Cadillac model “30” touring car . . . .
In the winter of 1914-15, we devised mechanical means whereby the Cadillac
car could be adapted to operation on standard gauge railroad track [emphasis
added] and be turned around at both stations [Blaney Park, technically Bear Creek
Station, at the north end; and Blaney Junction, previously Gridley, to the south] by
one man, using a wooden platform between the rails . . . . [figs. 35: Cadillac Railcar

drawings, G. Harold Earle, “Blaney and Southern’s Railcar”, The Soo, Vol. 13, No. 4,
Oct. 1991, pp. 30-31]
The background of this transfiguration provides insights to the Mueller operation, to the
Earle takeover, and to the wide-ranging skills of G. H. Earle:
. . . the Blaney & Southern Railway, operating in the timbered area which is
now Blaney Park, bringing timber over the eight-mile main line, and about 18
miles of branches, to the Soo Line at Blaney Junction, and also hauling out
limestone from the quarry of the White Marble Lime Co. from Calspar, located
adjacent to the main line of the Blaney & Southern. . . .
The village of Blaney, logging headquarters with store, office and post
office, was a very busy community with access by rail only, as there were no
passable highways [emphasis added].
Earle then used the compression jump-start method used to start vehicles by many
battery-beleaguered people—but Earle couldn’t park his railcar on a slope, and relied on
manpower to get the contraption rolling.
Being secretary and master mechanic of the railway in 1914, I induced the railway
to purchase a Fairbanks-Morse two-cycle, two cylinder, direct-connected gasolineengine-driven section car. . . . at that time a gasoline engine of any kind was a
complete mystery to most people living in the woods. . . . The car, having the
engine crankshaft directly connected to one of the axles, could be started only by
pushing it along the track at a fairly good rate of speed until the engine started.
Earle relates his negotiations with his engineer Archie Wallett to get his contraption to
work. One episode in particular merits a verbatim account:
Returning to Blaney without a load one day, the car [the open Fairbanks-Morse
section car] was stopped about halfway by two drunken lumberjacks who would
not get off the track. They insisted upon being taken back to Blaney Junction
where there was only a depot and a saloon. With the two passengers passing the
bottle back and forth, standing up and wooping and yelling, and calling for more
speed, it was a wild ride. [G. H. Earle, op. cit., p. 34]
Alcohol also took a toll on railroad personnel, not just passengers.
The William McCloys were special people in our family. Billy was conductor on the
railroad and Mrs. McCloy was teacher in the Little Green Schoolhouse [on the
Quarry Road near US-2], one room with its huge pot bellied stove in front. Billy’s
imbibing was no secret in the area, and there developed an “I quit” or “You’re
fired” syndrome between him and my father. When it became real serious and it
would appear that Billy really had thoughts of leaving the area, the two wives took
the matter in hand. Mrs. McCloy would come to my mother, both would be crying
over the threatened break in friendship, and somehow the men would relent—the
hot tempered Irishman and the stubborn German. (L. Schultz, op. cit., p. 3)

The internet’s
michiganrailroads.com—
a gift to railroad
enthusiasts and
historians generally—
charts the annual
establishment and
discontinuation of
railroad lines across the
U. P. with its “Evolution .
. .” pages. [Appendix A:
michiganrailroads.com,
Evolution…Upper
Peninsula, 1897, 1902,
1904, 1925].
The maps show 1. the
Manistique & Northern
line from Germfask north
to Seney and on to Grand
Marais; 2. the new Bear
Creek (Blaney) line (in
red) south to the Soo
Line; 3. the solid black
line of the Bear Creek to
Soo Line road, and the
extension of the
Manistique and Northern
line south to Dilfer and
Curtis; and 4. by 1925, the
discontinuation of the
M&N and B&S lines.

Figs. 31-32 Map of Simmons’ Woods.

Fig. 33 Picnickers cooking over a fire at Lake Michigan beach.

Fig. 34 Picnickers by lakeshore beach

Figs. 35 Open-air railcar (above), drawing of Earle’s Cadillac railcar (middle), and photo of Cadillac railcar
(below)

Appendix A

Personal Conclusion
For decades, Blaney Park Resort in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula drew visitors from all over
the Midwest to an unparalleled array of activities.
From nearby and faraway, tourists and local residents came by train, small plane, and
vehicle to Blaney Park. U. P. residents remember Blaney as the scene of formal receptions,
informal socializing, dining, dancing and drinking, and a whopper smorgasbord. From
horseback riding, swimming, golf, archery and snow sports; to hunting, fishing and trapping; to
elbow-bending and toe-tapping, Blaney had something for everyone. (Fig. 1-5,) [ 1.pool, Reunion
2007 Cookbook; 2. 2 winter scenes; 3.Paul Petosky, genealogy trails, Mstq. Cent. Bk., p. 9—Dude
Ranch; & genealogy trails, the “Lucy” & “Elmer”, Paul Petoskey photos, contributed by Marilyn
Fischer; 4.Dreier, The Story of Blaney Park Resort, p. 14—planes; 5.Surrell, p. 18—smorgasbord; &
Napkin Folding, Blaney Park Resort Reunion 2007 Cookbook, no publ., p. 13]
The Inn at Blaney blended mature guests with a young staff: The waitresses (“waitri,” in college
staffers’ slang)[fig. 6, Surrell p. 16—nine girls, Surrell p. 38—‘60s waitri, & Surrell p. 54—chorus
line] and other employees put on skits of youthful energy and talent. Dr. Jim Surrell vividly
recaptures the congenial relationship between staff and guests [note: JS, slide show and MS,
undtd, NMU Archives]. My brother Don played jazz piano there when still a student at
Newberry High School, sometimes solo, occasionally with Charlie Taylor on bass, and once or
twice sitting in with the Swing Kings. Mrs. John Alton (Peg) Barrett took us to dinner there and
danced us all under the table. I put a right angle in my brother’s nine iron trying to hit a golf ball
out of a small shrub, under the shade of the American Elms along the ninth fairway of the sporty
Blaney golf course.
The Bill and Naida Earle family moved from Blaney to Newberry in 1961 when Bill, son of
owner Stewart Earle, stepped away from management of the Resort preliminary to its sale by
Stewart. Some of us regarded the Earle kids with curiosity and open arms. (Literally: I took the
oldest Earle daughter, Mary Margaret, to the Christmas Ball in 1962. We reconnected and
married in 2010. Mary died seven months later.)
We kids never appreciated what a phenomenal chapter the Resort and its owners wrote in
U.P. history, nor did we know how typical of U.P. history—from founding to foundering—
Blaney’s story.
I hope this manuscript corrects that. It is dedicated to the memory of the guests, the
woodsworkers and waitri and other staff members, and to C.J.L. Meyer and the Earle family,
especially Mary Margaret.
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Fig. 1 A moment at the pool.

Figs. 2 Winter Scenes

Figs. 3 Sleigh Lucy (above) and Blaney Park Dude Ranch, 1940s.

Fig. 4 Blaney Park Airfield

Fig. 5 Blaney Park gourmet food and salad bar.

Fig. 6 Waitresses (“waitri”), more wait-staff, chorus line skit.

Frontispiece: Placemat map, 10-’48, C. E. Moreau, auth. poss.

